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SERMON 
| Preached before the Honounanue | 

Houſe of Commons, 
Mar 29, &c. 
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2 KING xi. part of the 1 Sth and 20th ver. 


- And he ſat on the throne of 


the kings, and all the people of 


the land 80 and the city 
Was in quiet. 


ſome of the royal family of Judah, 


She W on this unnatural 
wickedneſs, that ſhe might make way for her 
ſelf 


E have in this * a relation of a 
bloody murder committed upon 


by Athaliah, an uſurping tyrant. 


'F 


6 tA SerMoN FRET before the 


ſelf to ſit on the throne; and when by theſe 


wicked means ſhe had attained her end, got 
poſſeſſion of the Judgan ſcepter, ſhe bed. 
ly exerciſed that power which ſhe had ſo cru- 
elly obtained. Bur in ſix years the juſt ven- 
geance of God overtook her, and the right 


hcir of the crown, a ſon of the laſt king, who 
had been ſecretly and ſtrangely preſerved from 


her bloody hands, was put into poſſeſſion of 
his juſt inheritance, with the. chearful conſent; 
the joy and tranſport of all his ſubjects. This 
was Zehoaſh the ſon of Ahaz!ah, concerning 
whom it is ſaid in my text, that he ſat on the 


throne of the kings, and all the people of the 
land rejoyced, and the city was in quiet. 


In theſe words there are three parts, which 
require a diſtin conſideration. 


I. The reſtauration of the king of Judah to 


the ſeat and power of his anceflors: He, 


that is, Jeſoaſb, ſat on the throne of thbe 


Rings. 


II. The affection TY which the als 
looked upon this at that time: All the 
people of the land reſoyced. 


II. The happy effekt which they found af- 
ter wards 0b their righttul prince's 11 ſitting 
on the throne of his anceſtors, in theſe 

words; The city was in quiet, 
Theſe 
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Honourable Hous of Commons. 7 


Theſe three particulars may find us proper 


matter of diſcourſe this day, which is ſet apart 
as a day of joy and thankſgiving, for the re- 


turn of our then ſovereign Lord King Charles II. 
to his crown, after he had been miraculouſly 
preſerved from thoſe many ſnares that were laid 
for his deſtruction, by the unjuſt uſurpers of 
his throne and government. 

J begin with the firſt of theſe ; the reſtaura- 
ration of the king of Judah. In treating of 


which I ſhall obſerve 


It. How he was preſerved to this return at 
his dignity. 

2/7, That he had a juſt title to it, to fi t upon 
the throne of the kings. And, 

. The benefit of being under a prince that 


has a right to the crown he Wears, 


t. Zehoaſh, the ſon of Ahaziah, fat on 
the throne of the kings, after his life had been 
ſought for by the induſtrious malice of Atha- 
lah. His father Ahaziah had been (ain by 


the furious Zehu and Jehoa ſh, and the reſt of 
his brethren were left young and helpleſs to in- 


jury and violence. And, what is the too frequent 
conſequence of this, obnoxious Athaliah, am- 
bitious to rule, ſought by all means to remove 


out of her way, all that might afterwards make 


any pretence to the crown; and ſhe made as 
thorough work as ſhe could, deſtroying all the 


royal family before her, that | the could get into 
her hands. 


Fehoaſh, 


s A SERMON preached before the 


Zehoaſh, the youngeſt of them all, a tender 
infant, was ſecretly conveyed away, and hidden, 
till the impetuous 7yranmy was overpaſt, by 
the care and piety of his aunt Zehoſheba. - - - 
She, by the providence of that God.(who con- 
ſiders all the right and wrong that is done in 
the earth) was made uſe of as an inſtrument to 


bring his ends about; to preſerve this branch 
of the royal family, from the deſtruction of an 
ambitious, unjuſt, and bloody woman, who, 


inſenſible of pity, of every natural and humane 
conſideration, had cruelly lopped off all the reſt. 


And here we may obſerve, that it is not in 


the power of wicked perſons, though they may 
ſeem to go on never ſo proſperouſly for a time, 
to ſecure their own def ig0s and projects, and 
cſtabliſh their deſired greatneſs. 

Tis probable, Athaliah thought herſelf ſuf- 


ficiently ſettled in the government, when ha- 
ving found inſtruments ready to execute her 


bloody commands in the maſſacre of the ſeed 


royal, ſhe had taken poſſeſſion of the diadem. 


Perhaps ſhe thought Jehoaſb was deſtroyed a- 


mong the reſt: for it is not unlikely, the wicked 


executioners of her cruelty would conceal his 
eſcape from her, leaſt they ſhould incur her 
diſpleaſure, for want of care and induſtry in 


doing this bloody work compleatly. They 


might be afraid, ſhe would ſuſpect them, as not 


true to her deſigns and intereſt, and that this 


one royal infant's eſcape was with their allow- 


ance Or connivance. Tus 


nds... A 


a ay F 


Honourable HousE of CoMMONS. 9 
The heads of a people ſo monſtrouſly wicked 
are uſually full of jealouſies and ſuſpicions, And 


therefore leaſt they ſhould loſe her favour, and 


the expected reward for ſo much villany as they 
had committed, they might very well be un- 


willing to let her know they had not cntirely 


finiſhed all which ſhe had given them in com- 
mand. 

But however, this young prince was pre- 
ſerved in the houſe of the Lord, under the 
wings of his providence, by the picty and loyalty 
of his prieſts; and afterwards when he appeared 


to the people was owned by them, with great 


and univerſal joy; and his appearing put an end 


at the ſame time to the tyrannical uſurpation, 


and to the life of Athaliah. 
And here we are reminded to conſider our 


own cale in reſpect to the miraculous preſerva- 


tion of the late King Charles II. in all the 
time of his trouble, particularly in his eſcape 
from Worceſter. When he was purſued and 
beſet round about with moſt induſtrious and 


malicious enemies, God took him under the 


wings of his providence, and conveyed him a- 
way thro' whole bands of thoſe who thirſted 
for his deſtruQtion ; in a manner, ſo ſeemingly 
impoſſible, that all men ſtood amazed at it 


with paſſion and wonder. There was ſome- 


thing more amazing in this, than in the pre- 
ſervation of King Zehoaſh ; for poſſibly his aunt 
and the high prieſt only were privy to it: nor 

B do 


r 1 


r — r — 
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do we find that he was ſo diligently ſought af- 
ter, or any ſuch large reward promiſed to him 


that ſhould bring him to light, ſhould deliver 


him either alive or dead, as there was in this 


other caſe. 


And as his preſervation, from the unwearied 
malice of his enemics, was very wonderful, his 


coming again to fit upon the throne of the 
kings his forefathers, was more ſo. For none 


of the people of Judah, or at moſt very few 
of them, knew whether their prince was alive 


or dead. The generality thought him lopped 


off with the reſt of the royal branches, till at 
laſt he was diſcovered to them; and then it 


was the intcreſt of very few to keep him from 


his right, and therefore with one conſent they 
ſubmitted themſelves to him, being glad of an 
opportunity to free their necks from the hard 
and heavy yoke of tyranny and uſurpation. 


But in our caſe, the people had been taught 
for twenty years together to hate their prince, 
and been perſuaded, by the moſt ſubtle infinua- 


tions, to look upon him as a common enemy 


of their peace and welfare: they were urged 


to the belief of this by men who profeſſed re- 


ligion, with the greateſt pretence of ſanctity 
and zeal for God: and great numbers of men 
who had power in their hands, were ſo rivetted 
into the prevailing and adverſe party, by their 
worldly intereſt, which they knew muſt needs 
| ſuffer if he returned, that to human judgment 
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it ſeemed unlikely, almoſt impoſſible, that he 
| ſhould ever recover his, however undoubted, 


right. 

Some few there might be, who, through a 
ſtrong perſuaſion, that right and juſtice mult 
needs prevail in the cnd, did hope (and they 
could only hope) in time to ſec it. Yet that 
pious perſuaſion was mix'd and clouded with 
trouble, and fad apprehenſions of the blood and 
laughter, which they thought muſt needs hap. 
pen at the ſame time. But God, who can 
diſpoſe of all things above and beyond human 


_ expectation, who orders all things in a better 


manner than frail men can apprehend, did 


bring our king to his throne in peace, which 


Was as great a miracle as that of his preſervati- 
on ; and both together looked as it God had 
deſigned particularly to convince the world of 
his all-ruling providence, by his wonderful 
and gracious diſpenſations, and his care and 


loving kindneſs both towards our king and us. 
This aſtoniſhed and amazed the whole world 


about us; and what was eſpecially remarhable 


at that time, a Few (who, according to the opi- 


nion of their Rabbins, believed that there is no 


ſpecial providence towards any people but them- 
ſelves) was ſo awakened by the wonders of his 


then majeſty's reſtauration$ that he made this 
a reaſon, and publiſhed it as ſuch, for changing 
his religion, and becoming a profeſſed chriſtian. 


And as for our lelves, when the Lord turned a- 


3+ - £00 
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gam the captivity of our Zion, we were like 


them that dream, could hardly believe it, tho 
we ſaw it with our eyes. 

So much for this firſt particular; 7ehoaſh 
was ſtrangely preſerved from uſurping power 


and malice, to enjoy his crown and dignity. 


But, 

2. He [at upon the throne of the kings, as 
having a right to it, as being deſcended from 
thoſe kings that had ſat upon it before him. 
God has ſometimes permitted men to fit upon 
the throne of kings, that have had no right to 
it. But we ſay, that is God's doing which he 
chooſes and approves of as right. He only per- 
mits for a time, that which is contrary to right, 
for the puniſhment of men, or the bringing a- 


bout ſome great end of his high and adorable 


Providence. 


If a man, contrary to all juſtice, uſurps a 


throne, God only permits the wickedneſs in re- 
ſpect of the man who acts it; and yet God may 


make uſe of that wicked perſon, as an inſtru- 
ment to puniſh the fins of that people whom 
he is pleaſed, in his own juſtice, to caſt under 


the yoke of that unrighteous man's tyranny ; 
thus for the tranſgreſſions of a land many may 


be the princes thereof. But here, in the preſent 
caſe, we may ſuppoſe it to be properly God's 
act, to place Fehoaſh in the throne of the kings, 


becauſe, according to the laws and cuſtoms 'of 
the ae he had a right to it which God 
did 
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Honourable HousE of Commons. 13 


did approve of ; and in this ours was tho ſame 
caſe. 

Our king was born ue Kw heir appa- 
rent to the crown of his father, and this day he 
took actual poſſeſſion of that throne, which 
was the throne of the Kings of this nation for 
many generations before; from whom he deſcen- 
ded by an undoubted ſucceſſion, and therefore 
we have reaſon to believe, it was with God's 
approbation. 

Though, indeed, otherwiſe we are not to 
judge of God's mind by the event of things. 


A wicked man may aim at a throne, and pro- 


ceed in his daring deſign with ſtrange ſuccels, 
and at laſt compaſs his ends. But we are not 
to conclude from thence that he is a favourite 
of God; if it be againſt right, we may certain- 
ly conclude the contrary. There is a rule of 
right and wrong, by which we are to judge, and 
we have no other meaſure to take of God's. 
pleaſure, or diſpleaſure, in any thing. If we 

ſhould conclude every one good, and in God's 


favour, that proſpers in the world, we muſt look 
upon every one as cvil and hated by God that 


is unproſperous and afflicted. Whereas he him- 
ſelf has taught us, that ſometimes, and to ſome 
perſons, he gives proſperity in anger; and 


 lometimes, and to ſome perſons, he lends ad- 


verſity and affiittion in love. 
We arc therefore, I lay, not to infer, that 


becauſe a man has ſuccels in what he 3 


takes, 


14 4 SERMON preached before the 


takes, therefore he has a right to what he aimed 
at, and that God approves of his title to it. So 
if a man have a right to the crown, or any 
thing elſe he poſſeſſes, then we may certainly 
conclude, he enjoys it with God's approbation. 
And therefore whoſocver endeavours to diſturb 


his poſſeſſion, is by the ſame rule a ſinner a- 


gainſt God, as well as againſt him whoſe right 
| he invades. 


zy. We may conſider the benefit of living 


a a prince, that has a right to the crown he 


wears. He is generally leſs ſubject to be en- 
vied by his peers, or any other of his ſubjects; 
men are generally better content to yield ſub- 


miſſion where of right lit is due, than to one 


whom they have as much right to rule, as to 
be ruled by him; and ſo there is leſs danger of 
rebellion, and thoſe great and various troubles 
that accompany it: whereas when the ſupream 
power is in the hands of a man, or any num- 
ber of men, that have no title to it, there can 
never be any aſſurance, or well grounded hope 


of laſting quiet. This was the caſe in the grand 


rebellion preceding this day, it was carried on 


by men of unruly and tumultuous ſpirits, and 


the people ſoon felt the ſad effects of it all o- 
ver the kingdom. For, as before thoſe unhap- 


py troubles, we had enjoyed peace for many 


years, ſo afterwards we could never live with- 
out diſtractions, jealouſies and tumults. Now 
one company got the power into their hands, 

| and 
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and then another ; afterwards a ſingle perſon 
for a little while, and then another company 
ſnatched it from his, almoſt momentary, ſucceſ- 
ſor. Thus we were in continual doubts and 
perplexities, fearing every change would be for 
the worſe, as we had reaſon, till he, in whom the 
unqueſtionable right was, took poſſeſſion of the 
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government. And under him we might have en- = 
9 joyed peace, plenty, and ſecurity, had we been truly 


thankful for theſe mercics, and not furned God's. 
grace into wantonneſs ; but, alas! we ſoon rio- 
ted upon his bleſſings, as if we had been de- 
livered to commit all manner of wickedneſs 
with greedineſs. 
Again, A man that has a right title to govern, 
that comes in the right way, by the door in- 
to the ſheepfold, is naturally more apt to have 
a tender kindneſs for his flock, than an uſurper, 
who climbs up ſome other way. Such an one 


comes but to make a prey of the ſheep, to 
ſteal, and kill, and to deſtroy , (as our 
Saviour ſays.) Such an one ſeldom cares what 
havock he makes among the ſheep, ſo he can 
tie his yoke faſt upon them, while the right 
__ owner has a tender care for his flock, and will 
rather loſe his own life than ſee them deſtroy 'd 

by wolves. 
It cannot be denied, but that ſome gover- 


nours in the world, who have had a right to 


5 * John x. 10. 


rule, 
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rule, have been cruel to their ſubjects; it can- 
not be denied, neither, that in general 2ſurpers 
have been much more ſo, and much more Fre- 
quently : which is evident to them that have 
leiſure to read the hiſtories of the ſeycral ages, 
and the many nations of the world. 

But, however, what our Saviour repreſented 
as true in general, is eminently and undeniably 
ſo (bleſſed be God!) in our particular caſe at 
preſent ; we live under a prince who is merci- 
ful beyond example, and uſes all imaginable en- 
deavours to preſerve his people in peace and 
ſafety, from broils at home, and invaſions from 
abroad; under a prince that could never wil- 
lingly le any of his ſubjects ſuffer, tho their 
demerit was never ſo great; but when he has 
been conſtrained to it, "for the example and be- 
nefit of the reſt of his ſubjects. And if any 
man be weary of ſuch a government, and ſo 
gracious a prince, tis pity but he ſhould feel 
the contrary, if he could ſuffer alone. 

Which brings me to the ſecond part of my 
text, and all the people of the land refoyced. 
And here we may take notice, firſt, Of the joy 
with which the people were affected, which 
being a brisk and lively paſſion exerted it ſelf 
in all proper demonſtrations. 
2Y, The extent of it; it ran through all 
we land; all the people of the land rejoy- 
ccd. | | 


1. The 
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1. The Lord's people of Judah rejoy ced in 
the great benefit he had beſtowed upon them, 
In giving them a lawful prince to govern them : 
and the good fruits that were like to enſue 
upon ſuch a government, in freeing them there- 
by from the fears, troubles, and miſchiefs of 
an unjuſt and tyrannical uſurpation. 


And ſure if ever there be proper matter of 


rejoycing, it muſt needs be for ſuch ineſtima- 
ble bleſlings and that we may and ought to 


rejoyce under ſuch circumſtances, this example 
of God's own people is a ſufficient warrant to 


us, while at the ſame time it ſhews us that 
religion is not a ſour melancholy thing, and 
inconſiſtent with joy and rejoycing. Hence ſo 
many examples and precepts relating to this 
duty are to be found in * Holy Scripture. 
St. Paul more eſpecially prefles it upon all 
chriſtians as becoming their profeſſion, and 2 
doctrine according to zod. ineſs d: and it is rec- 
koned by him among the Fruits of God s ſpt- 
rit, he bids us, therefore, rcjoyce evermore, 
7. e. upon all fit occaſions; and in another 
place he urges it by a repeated precept, Rejoyce 
mm the Lord always, and again, 1 fay rejoyce c. 
And that we might not be too ſeſtiſh and nar- 
row ſpirited, in confining this duty to our ſelves, 
he would have vs refoyce @ with them that do 
a PC xiii. 6. Ifa TY XXY. 9. Ges v. 22. © Phil, 


V. 4 | 
— . 
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rejoyce * ; as being charitable partakers with 
them in their happineſs or good ſucceſs. 

How much more ſhould we then all rejoyce, 
when, in common, we pattake of national 
bleſſings, ſuch as peace and liberty, and the hap- 
py fruits of them? But upon ſuch occaſions, 
leſt we ſhould exceed the bounds of decency, 
the wiſe man's advice to the young man is ve- 
ry pertinent as to our ſelves, that while we are 
expreſſing our joy by all innocent ſhewes of 

it, we remember that for all theſe things God 

will bring us to judgment b. And therefore 
our joy ſhould not ſo far tranſport us, as to 


make us do any wicked thing in our rejoycing, 


through intemperance or any other vice, I 
mention this the rather, ſince even to this day 
we feel ſome of the ill effects of that extrava- 
gant joy which uſhered in the then king: it oc- | 
caſioned a deluge of vice and open prophane- 
nels; and inſtead of a ſober uſe of the mercies 
we then received, we did all that was poſlible 
to provoke God to withdraw them; 1 after 
ſuch a deliverance to make us a dire example of 
his vengeance. 
2. We have the extent of the people of Ju. 
dalis rejoycing; All the people of the land 
rejoyced. A pleaſant and goodly joy indeed! 
The praiſes of God muſt found loud, when all 


à Rom. Xi, 15. Ecceſ. xi. 9. 


the 
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the people of the land joyned with one voice 
to celebrate them. But by all the people of 
the land we can ſcarcely mean every one with- 
out exception; even under the adminſtration 
of God himſelf, we find that there were ſome. 


complainers and murmurers. 


It is very like, Athaliah had ſome dependants 


who had felt the preſent ſweet of the wazes of 


 wnrighteouſn:ſs, by being inftruments of her 


tyranny ; and therefore we muſt conceive by 
this general expreſſion, what is meant by it in 


other places of Scripture (vi S.) the greateſt, 
and the beſt part of them. 


It ſhews, indeed, that the cauſe of joy was 


univerſal, that all had reaſon and cauſe to re— 


joy ce; but if any envious or ſcif-interefted 
perſons were diſturbed and uncaly at it, as pre- 


ferring their own gain before right, ſome pri- 


vate advantage before the general peace, 1atc- 
ty, and publick g good of the whole nation ; 


they are left out as not worthy of notice, to be 


puniſhed by their own malice, and ſcourged 


cious providence, and reſtoring him at laſt to 
the throne of the kings of Fudah, his right- 


by their own guilt. The major and the ho- 


neſter part of the people rejoyced, in God's 
having preſerved their lawful prince by his gra- 


ful inheritance, and in "him the hopes of enjoy- 
ing all that could be expected from {uch a prince 


and governour, 


C2 | Thus 


„3 
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Thus it may be ſaid of our own nation, when 
our king was reſtored, by a ſtrange miracle of 
his providence, to his crown and ſcepter. All 
the people of the land rejoyced ; all, who de- 
ſired to poſſeſs nothing but their juſt properties 
in quiet, and had not defiled their hands with 

unrighteous mammon, ſeized by violence out 
of the revenues of the king and church. Some 
few others looked, no doubt, with envy and 
regret upon the publick joy, and perhaps may 
ſtill, every time we renew it. 

But who elſe ever did, or can ? Some ſuch 
perhaps may object againſt the preſent ſolemni- 
ty, that we read indeed that the people of Fu 
agh made great expreſſions of their joy at the 

reſtauration of their King, at the time he was 
firſt reſtored, but we do not read that they 
continued to do it every year : to which, I 
anſwer, we do not read the contrary, and per- 
haps they might; though it be not recorded. 
However, it is a thing in itſelf juſtifiable 
enough ſure, to give God publick thanks every 
year, for the benefits of the laſt year, and to 
rejoyce in the peace, and happineſs, which he 
has continued to us one year longer: which, 

8 if we do not provoke him by our ingratitude 

= to turn our joy into ſorrow, we have fair hopes, 
of enjoying yet longer ſtill, In this view we 
render this day of good uſe to us, as it reſpects 

| our happineſs in our preſent ſoperezgy, and 

| S 4s 


* 
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as it laid the foundation of all we now enjoy 


under him, and continue ſtill to hope for. And 
though, indeed, we have had many ſtrange and 
ſurprizing events, time after time ſince : yet 
Ve have continued to us the ſame form of go- 
vernment both in church and ſtate, as was 
| reſtored, as on this day. And therefore to this 
day, as remote as it is from us, do we owe our 
preſent ſettlement, that our king reigns, and 
our princes decree juſtice, that our parliaments 
meet and conſult for our welfare ; that our 
laws live, and our legal immunitics abide with 
us , that we are in peace, and enjoy the rights 
of our forefathers, and, which crowns all, that 
we can worſhip God in 4 pure and undefiled 
manner, avoiding the extreams of both ſuper- 
ſition and enthuſiaſm. Which mercies, as they 
are very valuable in themſelves, are rendred 


much more ſo, by having the throne ſo well 


guarded, by the many illuſtrious branches of 
the royal family; which gives us very comfor- 


table hopes, that not only peace and truth will 
be the ſtability of our times; but that they will 


be alſo handed down to our poſterity, till time 
ſhall be no more. 

This then is the day the Lord bath made, 
we will rejoyce and be glad therein. But if 
any one ſhall abuſe this or any other day, ſet 
apart for the acknowledgment of God's mer- 


cies, Or fox deprecating his Judgments, by ma- 


king 


looked, or depreciated. 
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king them days of ſtrife and enmity ; and ſhall 
beat his fellow-ſervants, or ſow diſcord among 
brethren, Shall not we account him an enemy 
that doth this? Such deed, making it mani- 
feft, they are not wrought in God, but tend to 
confuſion and every evil work, From this root 
of bitterneſs, proceeds that audacious practice 
of idolizing a dead prince, in order to vilify 
and abuſe a living one; which is flying in the 
face of a government, and has no other mea- 
ning than this, that they a/, not have this 


man to reign over them. Is not this an ini- 


quity to be puniſhed by the judge £ Since it 
is very very plain, that this pretended reſpeCt to 
former reigns aims at nothing leſs, than to 
bring an odium upon the preſent. For by ſuch 
men the blemiſhes of former reigns ſhall be 


looked upon as beauties ; and at the ſame time 


the much greater good of a preſent one over- 


But ſuch froublers of our Iſtacl would do 
well to. conſider that excellent advice of the 
wiſeman to this purpoſe ; Jay nat thou. what 


is the cauſe that the former days were better 


than theſe, for thou doſt not wiſely enquire con- 
cerning thus . * 


* 


It is moſt certain that the preceeding times, 
as well as the preſent, have not been without 


* Eecleſ; vii. 10, 


ſuch 
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ſuch querulous tempers ; and this humour of 
finding fault, and ſpeaking againſt their rulers 
is common to all times alike ; but Fhis their 
way is their folly, and they only diſcover the 
pride and haughtineſs of their hearts, by ſuch 
a kind of procedure. But I haſten to the laſt 
part of my text, (ig.) 


III. The city was in quiet, i. e. The nation, 
for that is the ſenſe of the word. Every man 
fat quietly under his own vine, and his own 


fig-tree, and poſſeſſed his property in his lands 
and goods, without diſturbance from unjuſt, 


violent, or armed invaders, And this was 


the happineſs of the people of Judah, under 


their lawful king. And ſuch a happineſs we 
of this nation have long enjoyed. We have 


abounded in every thing that has been deſirable 
for our ſouls and bodies, and have wanted no- 


thing, unleſs we have been wanting to out 
ſelves, and have not anſwered the expectation 
of our great benefactor in bringing forth Fruits 
meet for repentance, And ſure ſince we have 


ſo much ſmarted by our unnatural feuds, and 


animoſities, in times paſt, and thereby provoked 


God to give us up into the hands of our own 


counſels, we ſhould now think it our intereſt 
for the time to come to avoid every thing that 
has the leaft tendency towards bringing us un- 
der the ſame {ad circumſtances again. And as 


by 


24 CA SERMON preached before the 
by woful experience we have often, to our coſt; 


found that groundleſs jealouſies, and ſuſpicions 


of one another, eſpecially of our rulers, have 
led the way towards the many and great evils 
we have already ſuffered; that for the future 
we indulge not our ſelves in them, or any thing 


elſe, that may diſturb the publick peace; but do 


What in us lies to adorn our holy religion, by 
the practice of thoſe virtues, which cannot fail 
of rendring us ſtill a happy people. To this 


end, let us turn our thoughts from more diſ- 


tant times, to what is nearer us. And here we 


have a large field of praiſe and thankſgiving, 
that after 2e time that God hath plagued us, 


for our many, great, and crying fins, for which 
we very juſtly have fuffered his indignation and 


wrath ; yet in judgment hath he remembred 
mercy and vouchſafed unto us, ſince the reſ- 


tauration of the royal family, many great and 
ſurprizing deliverances, I might recount, if 
time allowed, a long ſeries of his favours to 
this church and nation, before this happy pe- 
riod : how God hath regarded us in our /ow e- 


ſtate, and brought us out of darkneſs into light ; 


out of the worſt into the beſt of circumſtan- 
ces. What now doth the Lord our God re- 


quire of us, but that his goodneſs ſhould lead 
us to repentance, and our thankſulneſs rife in 


ſome proportion to his mercies ? Not only 
Thoſe things which our fathers have told us, 
bur 
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but what is moſt apt to affect us, and what 
is freſh in our minds, and our eyes have ſeen, 
are proofs convincing enough that we have 
been the care of heaven, and a favourite people. 
Could we add, we have been an obedient peo- 


ple, it might give us great hopes of the eth 


ning of our tranquility. 


God has now given us peace on all ſides, there 


is none to make us afraid, no leading into cap- 
 tvity, and no complaining in our ſtreets. | 
We enjoy our religion, and our liberties, un- 


der the moſt excellent laws adapted to a free 


people; and which none need fear but the law- 


_ leſs and diſobedient, the meaneſt ſubject is not 


below their notice, nor the greateſt above 
them. 

And what opens to us a very pleaſing pro- 
ſpect, that theſe bleſſings are like to be conti- 
nued to us, and our poſterity, i is, that we ſeem e- 
very day more and more ſenſible of them : it 


being very evident, even to a careleſs obſer- 


ver, that there are but few, comparatively ſpca- 
king, that do not think themſelves eaſy under 
the preſent adminiſtration ; few that ſhoot out 
therr arrows, even bitter words, againſt ſuch a 
government, which even makes them happy a- 

gainſt their wills. I wiſh, I could ſay, there 
were none inſenſible of the mercies they enjoy, 
but how unreaſonable and groundleſs the pre- 


judices and jealouſies of ſuch men are againſt 


D our 


# 
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our king, he hath reigned long enough after 
ſuch a manner(as one would think) ſhould abun- 
dantly convince them. But, however, let it be 
always a mortification to thoſe who ſtill remain 
our enemies, to ſee us at peace and unity a- 


mongſt our ſelves. This will make them ever 


deſpair of hurting us; when they ſee us en- 
gaged in one common intereſt againſt popiſh 
and arbitrary principles, which are ſo deſtructive 
to tlic intereſt of a proteſtant kingdom. We 
| have ſeen many (bleſſed be God) unſucceſsful 
efforts of that ſpirit which ſtill worketh in 
th:ſe children of diſobedience ; but have eſ- 
caped the ſad effects, which muſt have enſued 
upon their ſucceſs in them. So that either now 
they are convinced, that wo weapon formed a- 
£ainſt cur 9103 ſhall proſper, or (what we would 
rather wiſh) they are returning to a right mind, 
thoſe, cipecially, who have been deccived by 


our more artful and cunning enemies. As to 


to thoſe who end of malicious wickedneſs, 
thoſe who arc the ſworn enemies of our king 
and government, and are for another reſtauration 
(as they call it) though it would bring in with it 
a worſe than 7 gyprian bondage (the ve- 
ry diftant thought of which is enough to make 
us tremble) may they be for cver cloathed with 
ſhame, and ſince their pride is not abated, or 
their malice aſſwaged, may their devices be 


ever confounded ! Methinks! it ſhould con- 
tent 
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tent ſuch men, to feel every day the good ef- 
fects of the government they live under; and 
induce them by leading peaceable lives in all 
godlineſs and honeſiy, to make ſuitable returns of 
loyalty and obedience, which is all that our go- 
vernours demand from us, for their inceſlant 
cares for the good of thole committed to their 
charge; the reſult of which ſhould be accounted 
as much our own, as the publick, intereſt, And 
how much better would this be than at every 
turn to arraign the wiſdom of their governours, 
by ſpeaking evilof things they underſtand not? 
Whereas were they not /o wyſe in their own 
concerts, they could not but gyn their igno- 
rance in the ſecret ſprings of publick counſels, 
or their incapacity to judge of them, if they 
could be ſuppoſed to know them. How un- 
becoming then is their traducing, and vilify- 
ing their governours, and adding to the we eight 
and burden of a crown, by any ſuch per- 
verſneſs? 
The inexpreſſible miſeries of our inteſtine di- 
viſions in former times, ſhould have enough of 
terror in them, to make us ſhun every thing 
that would lead us to the ſame ruine and de- 
ſolation. The beginning of - ſtrife, ſaith the 
wiſe man, 2s as the letting out of water s. 
We may ſoon find it difficult to put a ſtop to it; 


2 Prov, xvii. 14. 
9 when 


W 
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when once it gets head, it carries all before it, 
and it is only that God that can ſay to the 
proud waves, hitherto ſhall ye come and no 
farther, that can reſtrain the madneſs of the 
people, He, therefore, that reſiſteth the power 
reſiſteth the ordinance of God *, which ordi- 
nance is for our good and advantage, God be- 
ing not the author of confuſion, but of peace. 
Since then God was pleaſed to reſtore us peace 
and quietneſs after diſmal ſcenes of war and 
bloodſhed, we muſt not forget theſe, and the 
long train of mercies which have followed us 
ever ſince, and for which we cannot be enough 
thankful. Add to this, our having at the ſame _ 
time a government re-eſtabliſhed over us, by 
his wonderful providence, without the turning 
our land into an Aceldama, or field of blood, 
7s evidently the Lord s doing, and ſbould be 
for ever marvellous in our eyes. And O how 
heartily ſhould we pray! how ſeriouſly and 
diligently endeavour, ſo to render our ſelves 
worthy of future favours, that we may not 
_ Joſe the benefit of thoſe we have already re- 
_ ceived! 
Bleſs we then, from the bottom of our 
hearts, that God, who has ſo loaded us with his 
benefits; that God, who has ſo often wonder- 
fully appeared for us; ſo often broken the ſnares 


RE eons 


a Rom, xiii. 2. 


of 


X ang 


Honourable Housk of Commons. 29 


of the ungodly in pieces, and who by his wiſ⸗ 
dom has ſo ordered things, and by his power 


ſo managed them, that into the pit that was 


digged for us, our enemies themſelves have al- 
ways fallen. IRE 


What remains for us to do, but to turn our 
mercies into thankſgivings; and our deliverances 
into duties, and live like a people redeemed of 


the Lord, and by our ordering our conver ſatt- 


ons aright, hope ſtill to ſee the ſalvation of 
of our God. . „„ 


Theſe are ſuch thoughts as the ſubject of 


this day's ſolemnity ought to ſuggeſt to us, 
and what our God expects from us, that we 
praiſe him not only with our lips but in our 
lives, by giving up our ſelves to his ſervice, and 


by the practice of meekneſs, humility, charity, and 


ſobriety, adorn the dboctrine of our Lord and 
Saviour, as well as conſult the peace and wel- 
fare of our church, and nation. Nothing is 


more certain than that maxim of the wiſe 
man , that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, but 


ſin is a reproach to any people it does it in a 
great meaſure naturally, and of it ſelf, and 
it does it ſtill more effectually by engaging the 
providence of God for it, | 


Prov. xiv. 34. 
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In a word, do we value God's favour and the 
light of his countenance, have we any regard 
for the ſucceſs of publick affairs, of the nation, 
and therein our own private concernments too 
(for he is a miſerable man that divides his own 
from the common concernments) what remains, 
but that we break of our ſins by repentance, 
that our iniquities may not (after the great things 
God hath done for us) prove our ruine? Let 
the remembrance of this day be a conſtant war- 
ning to us not to tread in any of the ſteps of 
our forefathers which gave occaſion for this de- 
liverance. Let the ſenſe we have of our pre- 
ſent happineſs make us jealous and concerned 
for its preſervation, uſing all lawful means for 
the ſecuring of thoſe rights and privileges which 
we now ſtand poſleſſed of, and trani{mit them 
entirely and ſafely to our poſterity : ſo that nei- 
ther we nor our children to all generations, may 
know any other religion, or any other form of 
government, than what are now eſtabliſhed a- 
mong us. And ſure, what we have formerly 
ſuffered by anarchy and confuſion, and what 
ſince by popery and arbitrary government, ſhould 
make us ail highly prize the happy ſtate we are 
now praiſi ing God for. We muſt, it we are wiſe, 
think it a very dangerous thing to try new ex- 
periments, it being altogether impollible for us 
to mend our ſelves, or to change for the bet- 
ter. If we can believe oppreſſion to be eaſe, 

thraldom 
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thraldom, and vaſſalage to be freedom, and 
liberty; then, and not till then, ſhould we 
barter away a preſent good for a certain future 
evil. For the lawful government we now live 
under, gives a poignant taſte to all the other 
bleſſings we enjoy, and is as neceſſaty to our 
comfort and well being, as our daily ſuſtenance ; 
it is our peace and quiet in the day, the pro- 
tector of our ſleep, and ſecurity in the night: 
for if once ſuch a government is abandoned, 
the laws, our only ſecurity, become ineffectu- 
al, our religion, and civil rights, become pre- 
carious, we can call nothing our own, but 
both our ſelves and our ſubſtance, muſt be ſub- 
ject to all the inſults of malicious and wick- 

ed men. | 
To conclude, let us ſet a juſt value upon theſe 
ineſtimable privileges of our birth-right, the 
very enyy of our neighbouring nations; and if 
there be any ſpark of gratitude in us, let it warm 
our hearts with the higheſt and moſt ſuitable 
reſentments, towards that God, who hath ſingled 
us out as a people on whom he hath diſplayed 
1o many diſtinguiſhing favours ; favours, which 
ſhould by no means fail to work in us the 
love of God; and that love, ſo wrought 
in us, muſt effectually produce every duty 
the Goſpel requires from us; patrticu- 
larly tuch dutics as are owing to God and 
the 
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